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                             Grade 2 Term 4 Overview 2017                   
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Welcome back to another exciting and busy term! We hope you all had a safe and fun filled break.  As Term 4 is a Sun Smart Term, please ensure your child has a school hat to wear outside.  Please find below an outline of the learning and teaching programs for Term 4.  Due to the wide range of student abilities in each classroom, the teaching and learning program will be structured so that all students are extended.
It is also an exciting Term, as the Grade 2 students are having their first camp/sleepover at school. The children are very excited about sleeping over and doing a range of camp activities on the night. If you have any questions regarding the sleepover, please speak to your child’s classroom teacher and make sure you attend the Sleepover information evening on Wednesday 11th September. A note will go home about this soon. We are encouraging all students to bring an extra piece of fruit or vegetable and a bottle of water to school daily. This will help in maintaining concentration and water levels in the body. 

HOME READING/HOMEWORK
You can help your children understand the importance of nightly reading by encouraging continuous experiences with books, listening to them read every night, asking questions about the story and reminding them to put their reading pack back into their bag before coming to school. Homework will consist of one reading and one Math activity per week along with weekly spelling practice. 
	English


	Reading and Viewing
Students will be grouped with other students of like needs and will complete learning tasks that reinforce their skills and understanding of texts. They will read fiction and non-fiction texts with a focus on reading strategies to develop Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. Some of these strategies include; 

· Comprehension- Literal and Inferential comprehension 

· Predicting before we read, as we read and after reading

· Identifying the author’s purpose of a text or video

· Accuracy- chunking sounds to read tricky words, re-reading when it doesn’t make sense,

· Fluency-reading smoothly with phrasing and expression

· Expanding Vocabulary-finding the word meaning in context and tuning in to interesting words

Students will be working on their individual reading improvement goals and can also practice these at home.

	
	Writing 
Writing sessions will concentrate on the processes of planning, composing/recording, revising and publishing students’ written work.  This term, we will explore the characteristics of an information text, connecting it to our Inquiry topic. The writing program will create an engage students to develop a love for writing and become lifelong communicators. Writer’s Notebook will continue to be a part of the writing program where children are provided with opportunities to develop their writing skills in the different genres.

	
	Speaking & Listening 
Students will have many opportunities to speak in front of others to encourage & increase their confidence. They will be encouraged to put into practice the qualities of what makes an effective speaker & active listener through daily classroom news and sharing sessions.  We will be focusing on giving constructive feedback to our peers, debating issues orally, performing simple plays through Readers’ Theatre, and practicing speaking clearly with correct grammar and expression.

	
	Spelling 

Different spelling strategies like Sound, Visual, Meaning, Connecting and Checking will be developed through the weekly study of selected words and spelling patterns. Students will also receive individual spelling words each week to practice at home and are tested each week.

	Maths


	This term, during Mathematics sessions, students will be learning about the following:

	
	Number and Algebra Focus:                                                 
· Multiplication
· Division

· Fractions

· Addition

· Subtraction
	Measurement and Geometry Focus:
· 3D Shapes
· Mass
· Capacity
	Statistics and Probability Focus:

· Probability (describe outcomes of familiar events)

	Science

	The topic for inquiry this term will be ‘Community Helpers,’ which is an integrated topic. Students will explore what a community is and how it provides services to meet our needs and wants. They will discuss opportunities on how to help the community and also explore the members of the Roxburgh Community needed for the community to run successfully. This Term our Science Inquiry Unit is “Push and Pull” which investigates Forces and Motion. Children will be participating in weekly lessons where they will be involved in hands-on scientific investigations and experiences.


Kind Regards,

Grade 2 Team 

Nicole Trinh-Miles, Gulden Ozbilgin, Olivia Lukies, Robert Merlino, Angelica Kalousis, Claudia Capuzza and George Kanjirakattu
