                          Grade 3 Term 4 Overview 2018 
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome back to Term 3. We hope you all had a safe and enjoyable holiday. Please find below an outline of the learning and teaching programs for this term. Due to the wide range of student abilities in each classroom, the teaching and learning program will be structured so that all students are supported and extended where necessary. 
HOME READING/HOMEWORK
It is important to continue to encourage your children to develop good reading habits. You can help your child with this by listening to them read, asking them questions about the story and reminding them to put their home reader back into their school bag. A reminder that it is expected that students read each night for at least 20 minutes and that a parent/guardian has signed their diary to show that reading has been completed. 

Homework each week will still consist of one reading and one math activity related to what is being covered in the classroom. There will also be a spelling activity to assist students with practicing their spelling words. 
	English


	Reading 

This term, we will be focusing on reading and understanding fiction texts. Students will be taught a range of strategies, work collaboratively and complete a range of activities based on different fiction texts such as; Dream Time Stories and Fables.
During reading rotations students will continue to be grouped with other students of like needs. They will read a range of different text types with a focus on reading strategies to develop their reading ability. 
We will be focusing on building reading strategies to improve comprehension, accuracy, fluency and expanding vocabulary during whole class tasks and small group/independent work.

Some of the strategies being focused on during term 3 will be:

· Summarising
· Clarifying 

· Questioning
· Figurative Language
· Morals and Themes
· Structure of a Text

	
	Writing 
This term, our writing genre will be Imaginative narrative texts, with a focus on writing Fables and Dreamtime Stories.. After exploring the structure and features of a Narrative text, students will be given the opportunity to plan, write and edit their own piece. We will again be using the 7 Steps for Writing Techniques to enhance the quality of our persuasive writing. During writer’s notebook sessions, students will continue to choose their own seed and text type for writing. 
Grammar

Our grammar focus for term 4: Sentence Structure, Paragraphs, Tenses, Adverbs and Nouns.

	
	Speaking & Listening 
Students will continue to have many opportunities to speak in front of others to encourage and increase their confidence. Students will continue to be encouraged to put into practice the qualities of what makes a good speaker and listener through daily whole class discussions, presenting inquiry projects and sharing sessions. 

	
	Spelling 
This term, students will be involved in a range of spelling investigations to develop their knowledge of spelling sounds and patterns. In particular, we will be focusing on long sounds, word endings and plurals.
Students also will continue to receive individual spelling words to practice at home and be tested weekly. 

	Maths


	This term, during Mathematics sessions, students will be learning about the following:

	
	Number Focus:
· Apply place value to partition, rearrange and regroup numbers to at least 10 000 to assist calculations and solve problems.
· Money and Financial Stories
· Fractions- Model and represent unit fractions including 1/2, 1/4, 1/3, 1/5 and their multiples to a complete whole
	Measurement and Geometry Focus:

· Make models of three-dimensional objects and describe key features.
· Measuring comparing and ordering the mass and capacity of objects using uniform formal and informal units.
· Creating and identifying Tessellations in the Environment.
	Statistics and Probability Focus:

· Identify practical activities and everyday events that involve chance.

· Describe outcomes using the vocabulary of likely, unlikely, certain and impossible.
· Creating graphs and interpreting Data Sets.

	Discovery Learning and Science

	Our inquiry unit this term is a ‘Student Led Passion project’. Students will get the opportunity to choose an area of interest to explore further and produce a project collaboratively. They will also focus on developing long life learning skills that include: Collaboration, Creativity, Critical Thinking, Communication, Citizenship and Character. 
This term for science, students will be learning about ‘Physical Science’. They will work on the unit ‘Heating Up’ that provides students with opportunities to investigate different heat sources and how heat moves from on object to another. Through hands on activities students will investigate the difference in conductivity of materials. We will continue to focus on developing students’ ability to work collaboratively in teams and interact positively with their peers.


Kind Regards, 

Grade 3 Team: Hana Orrico, Lauren Walker, Diane Saikaly, Rob Merlino, Bec Spiteri, Elise Wilson, Marcella Loiacono.
