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                          Grade 2 Term 4 Overview 2018
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome back to Term 4, the final term of the 2018 school year. We hope you all had a safe and enjoyable holiday. Please find below an outline of the learning and teaching programs for this term. Due to the wide range of student abilities in each classroom, the teaching and learning program will be structured so that all students are supported and extended where necessary. 
HOME READING/HOMEWORK
A reminder that it is important to continue to encourage your children to develop good reading habits. You can help your child with this by listening to them read, asking them questions about the story and reminding them to put their home reader back into their school bag. It is expected that students read each night for at least 20 minutes and that a parent/guardian has signed their diary to show that reading has been completed. 

Homework each week will still consist of one reading and one math activity related to what is being covered in the classroom. There will also be a spelling activity to assist students with practicing their spelling words. 
	English


	Reading 

This term, we will be focusing on reading and understanding both fiction and non-fiction genres. Students will be taught a range of strategies, work collaboratively and complete a range of activities based on a wide range of text types including narratives, information reports, procedurals and recounts. 

During reading rotations students will continue to be grouped with other students of like needs. They will read a range of different text types with a focus on reading strategies to develop their reading ability. 
We will be focusing on building reading strategies to improve comprehension, accuracy, fluency and expanding vocabulary during whole class tasks and small group/independent work.

Some of the strategies being focused on during term 4 will be:

· Analysing character traits 
· Identifying the theme or moral of a story

· Inferring using word meaning in context

· Locating directly stated information

	
	Writing 
This term, we will return to exploring and writing imaginative texts. Students will revise the structure and features of narratives and then plan, write and edit their own piece. We will continue to use the 7 Steps for Writing Techniques to enhance the quality of our imaginative writing. During writer’s notebook sessions, students will continue to choose their own seed and text type for writing as they work through the writing process.

	
	Speaking & Listening 
Students will continue to have many opportunities to speak in front of others to encourage and increase their confidence. Students will be encouraged to put into practice their improved speaking and listening skills gained during the year throughout daily whole class discussions, presenting inquiry projects and sharing sessions. 

	
	Spelling 
This term, students will continue to be involved in a range of spelling investigations to develop their knowledge of spelling sounds and patterns. Some of the spelling sounds and patterns we will explore are digraphs, double letters, word endings and compound words. 
Students also will continue to receive individual spelling words to practice at home and be tested weekly. 

	Maths


	This term, during Mathematics sessions, students will be learning about the following:

	
	Number Focus:
· Recognising and interpreting common uses of halves, quarters and eighths of shapes and collections.
· Counting and ordering small collections of Australian coins and notes according to their value.

· Problem solving involving a range of operations.
	Measurement and Geometry Focus:

· Comparing masses of objects using balance scales.
· Describing the features of 3 dimensional objects.
· Telling time to the quarter hour using the language of ‘past’ and ‘to’.

· Using a calendar to date and determine the number of days in each month.  
	Statistics and Probability Focus:
· Identifying a question and gathering data.

· Displaying data on a graph.
· Interpreting data from a graph. 

	Discovery Learning and Science

	This term our inquiry unit requires students to choose an area of interest to complete a passion project. Students have the opportunity to research and discover more about their chosen topic before showcasing their learnt information in a creative way. Students will learn about and practice the 6 C’s of Collaboration, Creativity, Critical Thinking, Citizenship, Character and Communication to assist them with becoming more successful learners. 
This term for science, students will be learning about forces and how things move with a push or a pull. Our physical science unit will involve students exploring simple systems such as stationary objects being moved with a push or a pull. Students will also conduct experiments to further learn about the effects of pushes and pulls. We will continue to focus on developing students’ ability to work collaboratively in teams and interact positively with their peers.


Kind Regards, 

Grade 2 Team: Lauretta Scoberg, Elizabeth Krstevski, Nicole Trinh-Miles, Olivia Lukies, Kyle Pipka, Bridgette Gwynne and Hana Orrico
