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Year 5 Term 1 Overview 2019
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome to the commencement of Term 1. We hope you all had a safe and fun-filled break. As Term 1 is a Sun Smart Term, please ensure your child has a school hat to wear outside. Please find an outline of the grade 5 teaching and learning programs for Term 1. Due to the wide range of student abilities in each classroom, the teaching and learning program will be structured so that the learning needs of each student are catered for. Students will also be using their iPads to deepen their understanding of concepts, raise engagement levels and support personalised learning through all areas of the curriculum.  

	English:
	Reading sessions will involve a variety of learning experiences related to a range of texts. Students will be grouped with other students of like needs. Students will be exposed to effective comprehension strategies that help them to analyse information, integrate and link ideas from a variety of print and digital sources. Some of these include:

	
	· Main Idea
· Cross Checking
· Back up and Reread
	· Tune in to interesting words
· Word meaning in context

	
	Writing sessions will concentrate on the processes of Planning, Composing/Recording, Revising and Publishing. Students will use the ‘7 Steps for Writing Success’ program to assist them in making their writing interesting to readers. Characteristics of various genres will be explored via narrative writing. The students will be presenting their text to their grade at the end of the term.

	
	Speaking & Listening will be a daily event in the classroom during sharing/reflection sessions. Students will be provided with opportunities to enhance these skills when participating in ‘The 7 Steps to Writing Success’ oral language activities. Students will also be provided with opportunities to enhance these skills when participating in their Australian History presentations. Development of rich vocabulary will also be a focus. 

	
	Spelling is a part of the writing process. Students are exposed to a word wall which incorporates Inquiry Unit topic words. Spelling skills and strategies will be developed through spelling investigations each week. The focus strategies for spelling being Sound, Visual, Meaning, Connecting and Checking.

	Mathematics:

	Number:  
· Fractions
· Decimals

· Place value


	Measurement and Geometry:
Not applicable in Term 1


	Statistics and Probability:

Not applicable in Term 1


	Inquiry Learning and Science:
	In Inquiry, students will be learning about Australian History and they will have the opportunity to explore different events in Australian History such as The Gold Rush, Eureka Stockade, Bushrangers and Colonial settlement. They will then collate their findings and will have a choice in how they present, linking back to their learning style. 
In Science, the unit  Desert Survivors provides an opportunity for students to explore some of the structural features and adaptations of desert plants and animals, and to compare them with plants and animals that live in other environments. They pose questions and develop evidence-based claims supported by their reasoning. Through hands-on activities, students investigate how the structural features of desert plants and animals help them to survive in their own natural environment.



Kind regards,

Year 5 Teachers
